Paris, April 29, 2009

Imerys announces forthcoming launch of an approximately €250 million rights issue
to optimize its financial structure

e Forthcoming launch of an underwritten rights issue of approximately €250 million with
issuance of preferential subscription rights, supported by controlling shareholders who will
subscribe in proportion to their interests

Gérard Buffiere stated "“To optimize our financial structure and protect the Group’s flexibility, the Board of Directors approved
the forthcoming launch, subject to market conditions, of a rights issue of approximately €250 million through issuance of
preferential subscription rights. We are pleased that the Group's controlling shareholders have committed to subscribe to their
pro rata share of the rights issue.”

The Board of Directors has approved in principle a fully underwritten rights issue of approximately €250 million through
an issuance of preferential subscription rights to optimize the Group’s financial structure by reducing its net debt.

This operation will be launched soon subject to market conditions. It adds a financial aspect to the operating measures
taken by the Group since late 2008 to adapt its activities to an extremely deteriorated economic environment. With an
approximately €250 million increase in shareholders’ equity and a correlated reduction in net debt, Imerys is consolidating
its balance sheet structure and improving its financial ratios. In this way, the Group is maintaining its financial flexibility
and safeguarding all its room to maneuver with a view to seizing, when the time comes, strategic development
opportunities.

The Pargesa-GBL group, Imerys’ controlling shareholder since 1988, has committed to subscribe to the capital increase
in proportion to its 57.9% holding in the company® for a total amount of approximately €145 million. The remainder is
fully underwritten by a banking syndicate.
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(The world leader in adding value to minerals, Imerys is active in 47 countries through more than 260 industrial and commercial sites. The
Group achieved €3.4 billion in sales in 2008. Lmerys mines and processes minerals from reserves with rare qualities in order to develop
solutions that improve its customers’ product performance and manufacturing efficiency. The Group’s products have a great many applications in
everyday life, including construction, personal care, paper, paint, plastic, ceramics, telecommunications and beverage filtration.
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2 Pargesa Netherlands BV: 27.39%;
Belgian Securities BV: 30.54% as on December 31, 2008.




More comprebensive information about Imerys may be obtained on its Internet website (www.imerys.com), under Regulated Information,
including its document de référence filed under n° D.09-0192 on April 3, 2009 with the Autorité des marchés financiers (also available on the
Internet website of the Autorité des marchés financiers, www.amf-france.org). Imerys draws the attention of investors to the risk factors set forth
in section 4 of the document de référence.

Cautionary statement regarding forward-looking statements: This document contains projections and other forward-looking
statements. Investors are cantioned that such projections and forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties (many of
which are difficult to predict and generally beyond the control of Imerys) that conld cause actual results and developments to differ materially
[from those expressed or implied.

Distribution: This press release must not be published, released or distributed, directly or indirectly, in Canada, Japan or Australia. This
press release and the information contained herein do not constitute an offer to sell or subscribe, nor the solicitation of an order to purchase or
subscribe, securities in any country. In particular, securities may not be offered or sold in France absent a prospectus approved by the Autorité
des marchés financiers.

Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States unless they are registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended, (“US
Securities Act”), or are excempt from registration thereunder. The rights or shares of Imerys which will be issued in connection with the share
capital increase mentioned in this press release have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act and Imerys does not
intend to make a public offer of such securities in the United States.

This document is not an invitation nor is it intended to be an inducement to engage in investment activity for the purpose of Section 21 of the
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, as amended (“FSMA”). This document is directed only at (i) persons outside the United
Kingdomy; or (i) persons in the United Kingdom that are “qualified investors” within the meaning of Section 86(7) of FSM.A that are also (a)
persons authorised under FSNMA or otherwise having professional experience in matters relating to investments and qualifying as investment
professionals under article 19 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005, as amended (the
“Financial Promotion Order”); or (b) bigh net worth companies, unincorporated associations and other persons to whom article 49(2) (a) to (d)
of the Financial Promotion Order applies; or (c) any other persons to whom this document for the purposes of Section 21 of FSMA can
otherwise lawfully be made available (all such persons together being referred to as “Relevant Persons™). Any person in the United Kingdom
that is not a Relevant Person should not act or rely on this document. The rights and shares of Imerys or any investment or controlled activity to
which such rights or shares relate are only available to, and will be engaged in only with, Relevant Persons.

The release, publication or distribution of this press release in certain jurisdictions may be restricted by laws or regulations. Therefore, persons in
such jurisdictions into which this press release is released, published or distributed must inform themselves about and comply with such laws or
regulations.
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